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ABSTRACT
In recent decades, our understanding of Chinese Philosophy during the Warring States Period has been rapidly transformed due to the discovery of numerous texts thought to have been buried around 300 BCE.  One of the largest collections of such texts is housed at the Shanghai Museum.  While these texts are unprovenanced and were purchased on the black market, they are widely assumed to have been buried in the late 4th century or early 3rd century BCE.  The collection is still in the process of being edited and published.  One of the recently published texts has been entitled "Things Flow into Form" (凡物流形), two versions of which have been found.  The text is striking first of all for explicitly asking what seem to be cosmological questions, as the first lines of the text ask: "Regarding things flowing into form, how do they attain completion?  In flowing into form and completing their bodies, how do they attain not dying?"  These questions lead into further practical questions, in particular, about the relationship between human beings and ancestral spirits.  The second striking point is that the text contains clear parallels to lines found in the received Daodejing, although missing in the Guodian Daodejing materials.  It thus appears to be a "Daoist" text associated with the Daodejing, but with a focus different from Guodian and in some ways linked to the "Nei Ye" chapter of the Guanzi
This paper will introduce this interesting text, a text which so far has not been available in English.  The paper will examine how the text relates to and diverges from the Guodian Daodejing materials.  In doing so, it will attempt to illuminate the diversity of "Daoist" views in that late 4th century BCE, allowing us to situate the Daodejing in a context of debate and thus to better appreciate its main concerns and contributions.
