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University in Collaboration with Bath Spa University and The Global
Academy of Liberal Arts

The Programme

Nishan Birthplace of the Sage Academy near Qufu

Expanding on the success of the Confucian Studies Summer School, the International Academy for
Chinese Thought and Culture brings together world-leading scholars from China and the West to
introduce Chinese philosophy and culture to an international audience. The focus of the Academy is
intercultural exchange, and teachers will use comparative frameworks to enable dialogue between
Chinese and Western ways of thinking. Classes at the Academy will provide a basis for understanding
China for non-Chinese students, as well as an opportunity to learn about and reflect on traditional
Chinese culture and values for Chinese participants. Through a melding of the Confucian ‘great
learning’ (da xue) and Western liberal arts approaches to education, students will study not only the
philosophical traditions of China, but how such philosophies have informed cultural and sociohistorical developments in China—for example in the Chinese arts and cultural industries. The
primary language of instruction will be English. There will be opportunities to begin or improve
Chinese language skills through classes on language and translation, however no Chinese language
ability or knowledge of China is presupposed for participants to join the programme.

Eligibility, Costs and Scholarships
Confucian Studies in Qufu, 2016

We welcome applications from students and graduates at any level of their careers and in any
discipline. The cost for the two-week programme will be £1700 and will include accommodation,
transport and meals in China, plus a range of cultural activities and visits. All applicants will be
considered for available scholarship funds. Students should also contact their home Universities to
apply for relevant study abroad funding. To discuss group applications, staff visits or our concurrent
post-graduate Confucian Studies programme please get in touch.

Location
The academy will begin and end in Beijing and elements of the teaching will take place in the historic
region of Qufu in the Confucian Studies programme. Qufu city in Shandong province is the birthplace
of Confucius and home to the largest Confucius Temple in China (a UNESCO world heritage site).
Students and staff will travel as a group from Beijing to Qufu on the high-speed rail network.

Forbidden City, Beijing

IACTC team:
Prof. Tian Chenshan (Beijing Foreign
Studies University)
Dr. Sarah Flavel (Bath Spa University)
Prof. Roger Ames (Peking University)
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Prof. Peng Feng (Peking University)
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Spa University)
Dr. Xi Li (Peking University)
Prof. Graham Parkes (ECNU Shanghai)
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Content
Students will study ideas from the key traditions of Chinese thought, such as Confucianism, Daoism
and Buddhism. The teaching schedule will normally involve morning lecture/seminar classes each
day, and afternoon sessions on theoretical and practical approaches to Chinese thought and culture,
including cultural visits. In previous years, students have had the opportunity to learn about and to
experience various traditional Chinese practices including calligraphy, painting, Chinese opera, the tea
ceremony, martial arts including kung fu and tai-chi, as well as spiritual or health practices such as
meditation and traditional Chinese medicine. We will consider these ideas and practices as a
background for understanding contemporary Chinese arts, culture and the cultural industries.

What our students say
“The study programme in China was truly a one-of-a-kind experience. Every single day I learnt lots of
new things, from Chinese philosophy to politics, culture, language, food, customs, and lots more.
Overall this programme provided me with an opportunity to experience Chinese life first hand and to
study Chinese philosophy intensively. I also met incredible people who I still stay in touch with, and it
has left me with a strong lingering desire to go back again in the future.”
(Elena Syvokaite, UK participant, summer 2016)
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