Boston University Confucian Association (BUCA) 2017-2018 Annual Lecture

Neo-Confucianism as Philosophy

In this lecture, Dr. Stephen C. Angle argues that Neo-Confucianism—the
great revival of Confucian thought and practice beginning in China
around 1000 C.E.—can be fruitfully understood as a kind of philosophy,
and that we can do this while remaining true to the core concerns of Neo-
Confucianism itself. The first half of the lecture lays out what is at stake in
interpreting a tradition as philosophy. The second half illustrates the
method by examining Neo-Confucian views of the “Four Beginnings
(siduan Pqi5).”
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