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The claim that the notion of psychological interiority is completely lacking from the Analects of Confucius, and the 
related claim that psychological interiority itself is a particularly Western concept, is still frequently heard. It is also 
commonly claimed that mind-body dualism is entirely foreign to early China—or ‘the East’ more generally. This talk 
will explore how engaging with the cognitive sciences and digital humanities undermines claims such as this, and 
more broadly can help us to do our work as scholars of comparative philosophy.   

 
Sponsored by:  
Center for Asian Studies, Department of Theological Studies, & Department of Philosophy at Saint Louis University 

 
Upcoming Coffee Time Talks in Fall 2021: 
November 1, 2021, 10-11:30am CST, Ms. Maddalena Poli, University of Pennsylvania, Manuscript Culture and the Analects 
November 8, 2021, 10-11:30am CST, Professor Anna Sun, Duke University, Confucianism as a World Religion 
 

Questions?  Email pauline.lee@slu.edu   
 


